Biodiversity: approaches and angles (result of the group discussions)
Dimensions of sustainable reporting: ecological, social, political, economical aspects

Dimensions of biodiversity: animals, plants, ecosystems
Reasons for reporting

# Using a very popular topic and find the biodiversity angle

# Sources: NGO + scientific reports ( Newsletters of institutes and universities

# Extinct species return to their old habitats
# Conflicts between farmers and animals; often on the local level

# International conferences
# daily observation, that need to be verified field (Where is the butterfly in Lagos?)

# Special days: ( http://www.environment.gov.au/about/media/events/index.html
( http://www.china.org.cn/english/environment/224185.htm
Alternative angles

# (Eco)-Tourism

# The economical use of nature: Which service do ecosystems provide?

# Urban nature: Discovering the species of a city park and the services they provide

# Series, columns, for example about endangered species 

# Looking for international comparisons: How is Brazil dealing with the Eucalyptus problem compared to china?

# Presenting tribes and communities that live very close to nature (OGiek in Kenya)

# Taking the perspective of pupils / children

# The positive aspect: presenting success; e.g. well working conservation projects 

# Linking biodiversity with other environmental topics, e. g. climate change

# Neozoa

# Illegal hunting and animal trade: species serve as food – medicine - pets
Advices

# We need to report about species and habitats since they are in the main focus of modern nature conservation

# We need to report also about possible solutions and future developments = Giving scenarioas

# We should always think about the danger of “decontextualization” = ignoring the different levels of nature reporting

# Go out with the biologists even if you don’t see species. They will tell you much more since nature is the world of these scientists who are quite often a bit shy

# Ask NGO for alternatives and solutions, they should not only complain but also be constructive

# Ask NGO it they have talked with the industry, if compromises are possible 

# Check NGO reports and numbers by calling scientists, ask, if the report is credible

# If you don’t know an NGO, ask others or scientists, what they think about them

# Check out CITES and IUCN and national Red Lists

# Regional problems: How is the situation in other regions?

# Translate facts and figures with comparisons: “…some ten million hectares of forest land – twice the size of Switzerland – had been burned on the ground.”  
Main sources

- National ministries and authorities (e. g. Wildlife Trust)

- Regional governments - authorities

- Environmental groups / NGOS

- Local communities, citizens

- Scientists / universities
- International organizations and authorities

Basic problems

- Nature conservation is a less important environmental issue

- Its seems to be a non-economical issue

- Nature conservation as a highly conflictive topic

- The credibility of NGOS ( balancing the news with quotes from scientists

- The risks of “exaggerated” balanced reporting: minorities become majorities 

- The question of alternatives: use and misuse: “What else should people do?” 

- The duty to investigate on the ground ( financial obstacles  

